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Greetings from the Creation Care Council of the Mennonite Creation Care Network!

New Web Site Now Online

You may have wondered why we weren’t updating our web site. This is because we
have been working on a new web site, using software that offers us many more options.
The site is now ready at www.mennocreationcare.org. Our address is the same, but
you’ll see a new look.

Here are two new features we hope you will find helpful:

¥ News stories are now organized blog style. You can go to the blog area of our
web site (http://blog.goshen.edu/creationcare/) and search by a variety of
audiences and topics.

¥ On our resources page, you'll find a web-searchable resource library. If it's not in
place today, it will be by the end of this week.

Composting Triumphs at Winnipeg Summit

MCCN’s Green Guidelines for Conference Plannes' fnlde its debut in Winnipeg, MB,
during At the Crossroads: Promise and Peril, a bi-national people’s summit for faithful
living that took place in July 2008.

Members of the Mennonite Creation Care Council assembled this pamphlet to help
organizations think through issues such as food choices, transportation and recycling.
Creation care council member Joanne Moyer reports that composting of food waste and
compostable dinnerware was one of the most significant green changes at the event. “A
youth group adopted composting as its summer service project,” she explained. “The
youth stood by receptacles at each meal and ably directed people on where to put



compost versus trash. Garbage cans were ! full at the end of meals; compost bins were
full.”

Helping people think through travel options that reduce CO2 emissions proved a more
difficult challenge, but a fine row of bicycles nevertheless accumulated.

The Green Guidelines are available on the home page of MCCN’s web site,
http://www.mennocreationcare.org.

Stories Needed: Congregations Practicing Creation Care

Does your congregation recycle electronics? Sponsor a yearly Sunday school class on a
green theme? Landscape with native plants? Please tell us! We need your stories for
two reasons:

1. For our web site: It is difficult to find stories about congregations practicing care of
creation. Agencies and schools have PR offices and writers on staff; most churches
don’t. 2. For a workshop at Mennonite Church USA’s Columbus 09 biennial conference.
MCCN is scheduled to lead a seminar on congregations going green.

Meet Members of MCCN on Facebook

MCCN also has a Facebook account. If you're already a member of Facebook, you can
just search within Facebook for Mennonite Creation Care Network and the page will
come up. Anyone can join the group. Here, you can pose a question, see who'’s joined or
chat with other MCCN members.

If you're not familiar with social networking sites like Facebook, your friendly Google
Search button will be happy to take you there and help you sign up for an account.

Creation Care Council Follows its Own Advice

Practice what you preach. In November 2008, Mennonite Creation Care Council
replaced its bi-annual face-to-face meeting with a “Nonference.”

“Last year, the Council came up with the idea of a Nonference to encourage people to
find ways of getting together without having to travel vast distances” said Council
member David Neufeld of Winnipeg, MB. “We decided to take our own advice of
encouraging people to look for ways to reduce our environmental footprint associated
with the travel to meetings. So, our Goshen members organized a day-long meeting with
networked phones and computers to exchange ideas, share documents and discuss
issues without leaving the comfort of home or office.

The four members who would otherwise travel long distances (from Oregon,
Pennsylvania and Manitoba) to get to Goshen, Indiana, saved over 5,000 pounds of
carbon dioxide emissions and avoided significant travel costs.

“What made this successful is that we know each other as a committee and have
shared many meals and face to face conversations,” noted Neufeld. Based on the
success of the first ‘nonference,’ the Council is planning to continue using this model for



one of its two meetings each year.

Featured Resources

Creation Care: Keepers of the Earth, by Luke Gascho. Co-published by Mennonite
Mutual Aid and Herald Press, 2008.

This 12-session curriculum is designed to guide a congregation in thinking about some
of the key environmental challenges of our era. The unit begins with sessions on
stewardship and wonder then moves to creation care theology & ethics. Later sessions
cover ecological footprints, food systems and water supplies, buildings and
transportation, climate change and greening a congregation. Available from Mennonite
Mutual Aid at https://www.mma-online.org/q.aspx?id=1832.

Going to Paraguay for Mennonite World Conference? Going anywhere? If you'd like to
buy carbon offsets for your travels, you can now do so through Mennonite Economic
Development Association’s Sarona Green Fund. MEDA enables small projects that
could not normally afford to buy trading credits to access this pool of financing. MEDA
also tells you exactly how your offset dollars were spent.

Visit http://www.saronagreen.com/green.html



