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Hello Mennonite Creation Care Network Members: 
We hope you are finding sustainable ways to keep warm this coldest of months! Here's 
your monthly allotment of news from MCCN. 

Coming Up Soon   
 
Laurelville Mennonite Church Center will host a weekend entitled, Creation Care: 
Stewards of the Earth, February 12 - 14. The event is designed to help people envision 
creation care practices for their congregations, organizations or community. Keynote 
speakers are David Radcliff, Director of the New Community Project and MCCN's own 
Luke Gascho. 
 
New Posts on Our Web Site  

Cong regations Face Climate Change   
In Manitoba, churches rang their bells 350 times on December 13 to correspond with a 
World Council of Churches service happening in Denmark. Professors and students at 
Canadian Mennonite University were among those in Winnipeg, MB, who braved -35 
weather to urge strong climate change action in front of their legislative building. 
 
How do we even begin to pray for large, impossible political and environmental problems? 
HereÕs an order of worship  from Berkey Avenue Mennonite Fellowship that shows how 
one congregation approached intercessory prayer for the December climate change talks 
in Copenhagen.  

 
Mennonite Disaster Service Recycles  
Paul Unruh, a long-time Mennonite Disaster Service volunteer and board member, reports 
on an MDS project in Alaska that used salvaged materials to make new homes. 
 
Harrisonburg Connected to Asian Agriculture  
Mark Keller, pastor at Harrisonburg Mennonite Church, Harrisonburg, VA, spent time in 
Nepal in 1985, observing Nepali farming practices. He returned in 2008 to find farmers 
puzzled by the weather and suffering from droughts. In this article, Keller reflects on the 
connection between Nepal and his congregationÕs Creation Care Group. 
 
Menno College Students Dine without Trays  
Getting rid of the trays in dining halls is an environmentally friendly trend that has been 
s weeping educational institutions. Going trayless cuts food waste and discourages 
overeating. It also saves heat, water and the chemicals needed to wash trays. Eastern 



Mennonite Unversity, Bethel College and Goshen College have all gone trayless in the last 
two years. 

 
People Feature: Meet your Creation Care Council  
 
Creation Care Council member Greg Bowman is a journalist who serves as managing 
editor at Rodale Institute, Kutztown, PA. This role engages him in many issues related to 
global sustainable and organic agriculture. 
 
Greg is interested in building durable and life-giving connections between local farmers 
and all Christian institutions that offer food services, such as schools, colleges and 
retirement centers. He helped to establish and continues to help plan the annual Farming 
with Values that Last Conference, a Christian sustainable farming event that takes place 
biennially at Laurelville Mennonite Church Center, Mt. Pleasant, PA. Greg also serves on 
the board of the Living Hope Farm near Harleysville, PA. The Franconia Mennonite 
Conference of Eastern Pennsylvania owns this property and recently decided to hire a 
farmer and use the land for sustainable food production. 
 

 
Living Hope Farm, photo by Greg Bowman 
 



Greg attends Bally Mennonite Church, Bally, PA, where he helped begin an organic 
community garden last spring. The photo below is one of a series Greg has taken at his 
churchÕs retention pond: he is a witness to GodÕs glory even in unlikely urban settings. 
 

 
 
Interactive Corner  
 
In his book, SuperFreakonomics, economist Steven Leavitt argues that many fixes to 
lifeÕs problems are cheap, simple and unexpected. He cites examples such as having 
doctors wash their hands properly and saving trees by making toilet paper rolls 
narrower. (Apparently people use the same amount of toilet paper no matter how wide 
the roll is.) The note above about trayless dining is a similar example of an easy fix that 
saves money rather than costs money. 
 
What environmentally friendly Òeasy fixÓ have you implemented that you are  
most proud of? Jot it down and send it to jenniferhs@goshen.edu. The first and the 
most interesting submissions will each receive a prize. 

 
Resources  
 
This month I am getting ready for a food talk, so have earth-friendly eating on the brain. 
Only the first item below is new, but if you haven't read them, theyÕre new for you: 
 
Just Eating? Practicing Our Faith at the Table, Middle School Version 
Drawing on JesusÕ story and the rituals of the Christian faith, this curriculum 
looks at four interconnected aspects of our lives with food: How food choices 
affect our health, the earth, others and how eating together creates friend 
and family bonds. Lots of color and fun activities for your junior youth. Scroll 
down for the adult version, published in 2005. 
 
Simply in Season blog On Cathleen Hockman-Wert's blog, I learned that a woman 
named Wendy Hammond is cooking her way through all the recipes in Simply in Season! 



If you don't own this cookbook focused on eating local food in season, you can get a 
taste of it here. 
 
Food and Faith: Justice, Joy and Daily Bread, Michael Schut, ed. 
A gathering of readings by leading writers on topics ranging from the sacramental nature 
of food to its politics. Family farms, fair trade coffee and more. 
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Luke Gascho provides leadership for MCCN. Jennifer Schrock edits the newsletter. If you 
have resources or stories to share, email her. 
 


